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After the fall of President Ferdinand Marcoos
ahich Ipllpesd [he EDSA (Eptfanss de Ins Sandns)
of Penple’s Pomer Revolution of FE6, The PRAF
was Bt with ooldated egoipment. §l4
sruciune wad imsulficient Tor sdedquabe &
defence. and | B2Came AHELESIANY 10 MOGETNIGE
the codnlry's asmed Torces in orger bo bring
pabernal daferce capabiies up {o a credible el
of cederrence, and o the point where thoy Cowld




rfrbule 1o [he peace and slabibly of the ASEAN
[ snerabian of South-East Asian Nallona) region

A 15-year scheme o modernise (he cownbiy's
erlernal delfencd C3pAEEEL Wit DT
PrAF Wodernisalion Lam, alo known as Public Acl
TESE, wad approved By (he Phiipoiney Gowsrmempnd
of Dpcermter 10, 996, LE Gen Jose L Reyes saplaned
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pairgl imcrall. Mowewed, he Gdkan financil criss of
1997 stopped any investment in e suEmSnl.

Sakd Lt Gen Beyer “The Afisn nancial crics Fad 3
very great eflect. Belore Bw crish one dollar egualied
26 pesert, Howeyar, alterwarcs the peso had devaladed
maarat {he daliar o such an extent Bhal what we couid
Dury it L indtial Euadget wees necuced by aimast 509
This was nol the only negalive #ifect on the
modernisalion pengramene: “The number of commnist
irurpenis, which we Fad perceived in the earty 950
as simply & problem for the police, began 1o escalabe”
ha acded. “The ifgency Stuation worserad, foncing
s to use the ammied Torces R0 counlbér Ehe (Rneak
Bringing b foroes up o dabe had 10 be put on hold due
b Bhe requirements of the intermal seoaity operabions,
and we wede lorced o make some sdjusiments
Rathwr than acguirieg very high badget e for Bhe
MOOErMSASon piDgramime = Such 5 planes and radars.
shiprs and tanks - we had to acquine equiprmen] whch
woulk! enable us Bo deal with indeal security”

Foroe Aestrocturing and
Organisational Development
Ferre Restruciuring acd Organkational Developeent
barsically meand resiruciuring he Air Foroe 10 analle
It 1o woirk e ESltiently and reaponsivey, First,
thie unils wene organted scconding to key funciiors
raliser [han ractional geographic delineations: Alr
Dedence Cormmand, Tactical Operabions Lommand, A
Education and Traknicg Dormmand, Alr Logestics Support
Command and 1he Alr Ressrve Command, AL the
Oelpnce Depariment focussed (he PRATS pnonky on
nlernal secirity opealions, & was decaded to further
re-struciare and downgrade the primary asternal
dafance operation uniis. The Air Dedente Command
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The SrA1-Marchedd] 5210 wirs bowght by e Ar Forces off Halll, Singapare s’ D |
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Asareer loar 4
Fral by swing o oot by Philpploe-d,
Upcoming deliveries

The PRAF i in constant need of more tactical froop
brangport capability 1o sxpanding he LIH-1 [ra-eq
Is seen a3 highly desirable. Recently, 20 Hueys
warg aoguired through Singapare Technologies
Agrespace (STA) with celiveries campleled in Ehe
second hadl ol 2005 Thess ward overndyied and
modifed belore delivery fo include nighd-fighting
capabitéy, Mow that most ol the UH-1s hawe been
Bguipped hor night-lumg operadiors, (R Alr Force
eapects o insfall this equipmend in the remaining
helicoplers. Tesls haee 3lto been carried oul bo
egaip the MD-S20MG with special foroes sysbems.
Training fn nigh? visien fhying was wnderfaken in
conjunction with the USAFS Gth Special Operalong
Souben based ot MuiBurt Fiedd, Flofida

Az well 81 the Hoey lrom STA the Alr Force haa
faken delkwory ol two Cessna 1725 for Eraining, thete
Rdving Deen Dowsght om 1he oivilian maried, and
further eguepemnen i3 dus Io be 3383 w000, Sad
LE Gein Byt “Wo@ fmpacd 0 recene 20 refurbisned
nelicopters under the Cxcess Delemce Artiche
Program laber IR year We &40 hope 1o acquine
enowgh addilicnal attack helicopters for ong new
sQuadron, We ane looking mEo an attack hebiopher
that s more poweriul and more capable - in
particulss, right-cagable. The [4H1] Cobra ks one of
IFé CarSedates = Il muighd S8 an "Sdd’ Fencofrler Bl
IMere are many Cousiries Wil uting L b sl
Eeenzises with Lindled Slafes foroed, Ehe Cobrad have
Moty in Lamders wilh the MO-530068.
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debvived s Eh PRAF and By o8y Toer Femiin b8 paeraf isn
Eiv s rice waon campdetion off @ Mejor Siruciursl insgestian and repair menl
& ALADTECH Msaxts

PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE BASES

al i
i :

g, 3

SULL SEA )
.

Tre Ax Force |5 80 swditing delivery of mode
C-130% and s seeking a small aircraft capable
ol ‘lI'.unq. Up o EavOn passangErs from Manda fo
any part ol the country. A desperate nesd for
long-range mariime patrd aircraft mas forced
Ihe Ph@lipines Goveramenl Lo pricritise and it
linally saems [ B in & position Lo ASquire around
e of INESe airerall, passibly through the EDW
PIOGrammn

F-5 Replacamant

In 1955 the PRAF received il firsl supersonic airotalt
with the arrival of ke Nodthiop F-5. The type
remained in service unbll the remaining fieet of pight
F-5A and F-EBt was grounded Toliowing a latal crash of
an P54 on ay 2, 20 and they hanes not fiown nce
In {he subumn of 2004, & “Task force Freedom Fightes
mads § compretentive nof-detnactive irdpection af
tem B0 deferming [he Reasibiiny of re-inbrosuction
Info servige, ARhough Uhe resulls were salisfachory, on
Cictoisar 1, 20005, 1he F-5 was officially decoereressinned
{5eq Pni¥cpine Air Foroe Formally Rettires Last 55
[ecember 2005, p23)

LI Geen Reves explaingd: “The praofity for aur
o foroes now S B0 Bd0ness e Interal sedurily
probiem. 'With a limed budgel we are Teroed o
mainlain what we fave. Since we mothhaled our
F-55, we have besn (ontinodutly nefurbishing our
2T 5o that they can be used (o maintsn the fiying
prolhiciency and Taghber spil” of our Rghter pllcld We
are Irying o aguip the 521 with [improved) weapoms
Fyshoms 30 Ehat when needed, we con aiso ulilae § Tor
Clcea Alr Support. When we mach & podnt where the
PhAF & able ta shift s attention o extennal celence
operations, Ehat will be the bime we can aliow oursehs
b0 acriuine fighder rerafL”

The futurs

Deipite 18é limilations Ehe PRAF Eaces, and 8%
struggle 1o meet adl IS reguiremants while still
fighting an internal cenfibel, the Philippineg
Governmant Pad @ miced Bpprasch towandd dealing
With 1he probies - sducation and an improsemenl
In the counkry’s econdmy Bre ak ie top ol it
prioeikins. The Ehinking beding i is ihal (F ke
level ol gersval education Increases and poverty
dedraasos, the insurgeals will kase the public's
poodwill and with @ & grest part of their support
This appeoach means 1hat rapid development of
thie country’s armed 10€CES 15 SIowad down #van
harthar due [0 the governmin! budgel being Bpend
Bispwhare.

Hirwsgr, (i Axr Foroe o opbimistic aboul i medam
an lorgrberm lubers, The fingl wonds st go o 1L
Gan Wayes: “Farst we need b0 end (hes interal seouiby
probiee, hopefully withim B2 nexl e years.  Then,
wet will $iowty exbersd our oxbernal defence capability.
0 B [0 TS yeaes | see an Alr Rorce bether equapped for
Edtemal operations. | see an AT Force Thal will hawve
lighter capabedly and adequate ‘s in (ha sy - 8
& Time of the day - and one completely equoped
wiilfs radars. | see an Alr Foroe capabls of moving
troops and olifr peogle from ong s5de of (ha coundry
RO IFd GESEC of & Shdf L. Ay amBshon 1§ [ $0e an
Air Forte which can aitain &5 mandabe of probecting
the couniry’s sovpwpagnty and termaonal sbagrity - an
Hur Forre whach can bruly ive up bo The epectatioes of
o pagpiel

Although the FRAF may oarrently B sinagaling B0
maaet these obsechives, B & clear that LE Gen Heyes'
enifusisam for the job should cwercome fulure
dfficultion, oven il these results do not becoms
My dufing fis command
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